A Message from

Eva Reti
Chair, Hospice Whitby

. . Before we step fully into this exciting new phase, |
H O S p I C e W h I t by want to reflect on a truly memorable milestone—
the groundbreaking ceremony held on November
ROGER ANDERSON HOUSE 15, 2024, where over 200 community members
gathered to mark the beginning of construction.

The event was opened with a beautiful smudging
and prayer from Grandmother Kim Wheatley,
OurJ ourney honouring the land and those who will receive care
April 2025 there. Mlony of our guests were olsp donors, Whose
_ generosity and support brought this long-awaited
moment to fruition.

It was an emotional and inspiring day—one that
reminded us all why this hospice is so important to
our community.

And now, | am very excited to announce that all
the building permits have been issued, and we are
ready to go! April 28, 2025 is the mobilization date
for REA Construction to move equipment onto the
site and for construction activity to begin. If all goes
as planned, construction will be completed by the
end of June 2026.

o e Then it will be time to move the furniture in, prepare
s : ' the staff and volunteers, and schedule tours so that
you all have a chance fo come and visit our beautiful

. hospice residence. We anticipate welcoming our first
In this Issue resident in the fall of 2026.
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Watch the powerful smudging ceremony video
on YouTube https://youtube/EPESS-R]lts
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), Being built BY the community, FOR the community.
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https://youtu.be/E9E8S-Rjlts
https://hospicewhitby.ca/ways-to-give/

In our October 2024 newsletter, we celebrated our donors who have donated $500 or more
to the capital campaign. In this issue, we honor those who have given up to $499, along with
new donors in higher categories. Every dollar makes a difference. THANK YOU ALL for your

unwavering support.
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Ladies Hi-Fliers Golf
League
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Richard Levine
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Lions Club North Oshawa
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Mary Lofthouse
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Michael Longdfield

Lori Lopes

Yvonne Losier-Armstrong

Donald Lovisa

Doreen Lowes

Kevin Luces

Niki Lundquist

Kim Lyons

Genevieve Macaulay

Kim Maccarl

Ross MacDonald

Marilyn Macdonald

Shawn Macgregor

Maureen Mackenzie

Beth Maclean

Neil MacLeod

Lisa Madden

Susie Madiill

Julie Madill

Eileen Mainwaring

Mary Maker

Marlene Marco

Eva & John Marczak

Glyn Marr

Joyce Marsh

Gordon & Victoria Marshalll

Peter & Thelma Martin

Hannah Martin

Melanie Martin

Teresa Martin

Michael Mason

Alex & Angie Mason

Muriel Mason

Heather Mason-Ball

Daphne Matire

Beverly Mawhinney
Guy May

Rod McArthur

Bobby McBride

Jay & Naomi McBride
Dorothy McCalmont
Michael McCann
Natalie McCulloch
Ellen McDonald

Marla McDougall
Jane McDowell

Nancy McDowell
Heather McFadden
Nolan McFarlane
Denise McFarlane
Jacalyn McGee
Schean McGrath
John Mclintyre
Gordon & Sandra MclLean
Bill & Marie McMaster
Susan McMillan

John McNamara
Randy McNaught
Marlene McNaught
Marilyn McNaughton
Anne McNeely

Keith McNeil

Tanya McPherson
Wanda McPherson
Michael & Patti McQuaid
Lyla Medas-Potts
Joan Melanson

Blaoke & Karen Merritt
Joshua Michael
Geoffrey Michie
Jason Michie

Helen Miklaszewski
Jacqueline Millar

Lisa Miller

Lori Miller

Catherine Millions
Brian Mills

Andra Milne

Jina Mintsinikas
Susanne Mitchell
James Moir

Karen Moline

Nicole Mooney
Patricia Anne Moore
Annette & Al Moore
Eileen & Greg Morden
Barrie and Freda Morgan
Lynn Morrison

Marion & Andy Morrison
Sharee Mosher
JLynn Moulton
Chrissy Moutsatsos
Linda Moyle

Sherri Murphy
Kathleen & Charles Murphy
Elaine Murphy

Mafalda Muto

Sharon Myers

Joan Myers

Theresa Myles

Helen Nagy

Paige Naylor

Sherry Naylor

Lori Naylor

Gwen Naylor

Lynn Nichol

Liam Nichols

Kim Nicholson-Aquanno

Heather Nielsen

Lesley Nightingale

Barb Nolan

Northbrook Log Cabin
Piece Makers

David Norton

Michael Nosovsky

Patricia Nowell

Stephen Nusbaum

Janine Oakley

Bonita O'Carroll

Denis O'Connell

Lori O'Connor

Mary Sue O'Connor

Victoria Olorenshaw

Karen Ormerod

Orono Fish and Hunt Club

Oshawa Professional Fire
Fighters Association

John Ottewell

Carole & Jack Paadveen

Daniela Pacitto

Sandra Parente

Nunzio & Laura Parente

Mahlon Parker

Nickie Pasquini

Fabian Passmore

Tim Paterson

David Paterson

Elizabeth Paterson

Brenda Paul

Pay It Forward - City
of Pickering

Dianne Pazaratz

Rick Pearce

Michelle Peer

Patricia Perkins

Natalie Permesar

Shawn Perrott

Gordon Peters

Beryl Phillips

Ann Picton

John Piggott

Kathleen Pikaart

Kimberley Pileggi

Eleanor Plain

Mary Platnar

Patricia Pluister

Gary Polonsky

Tom Popielarczyk
Karen Porter
James Potter
Sylvie Powell
Kathleen Power
Cynthia Pride
Margaret Pritchard
Linda Procunier
Nancy Prout

Roger Pugh

Cathy Purdy
Dennis Quai
Audrey Quirion
Christopher Quirt
Vesna Radinovic
Sheila Raitt

Holly Ralph
Rambling Roses
Adom Ramdeo
Angela Rancourt
Isabell Randalll
Linda Raney

Iris Rapkoski
Rhonda Rashed
Isabel Rauh-Wasmund
Carolyn Read

Sue & Ed Reaney
Joan Reed

Violet Reed
Pauline Reid

Elaine Reid

Kim Reid

Elizabeth Richardson
Syl Richardson
Karen Rivers

Lori Roberts

Diane Robertson
Heather Robertson
Karen Robertson
David & Fiona Robinson
Emily Rocha
Margaret Rodgers
Brent Rodgers
Kriston Romano
Barb Rootham
Robert & Sharon Ropp
Mitchell Rose
Allison Rosnak
Glenn Ross

Carrie Rotterman
Steve Rousell
Markie Rousseau
Elizabeth Roy
Rhesa Rubin

Pat Rundle

Marcy Ruparelia
Teri & Stephen Russell-Hill
Judith Saliba

Maja Samborski
Grace San Diego
Nicole Sandilands
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Mary Sano

Luigi Santi

Diane Saunders

Michelle Sawchuck

Mary Anne Sawula

David Scarth

Myra Schiff

Nathaniel, Kevin &
Stephanie Schoch

Alice Schultz

Myrna Schwartz

Tom & Nadine

Schwartzentruber

Connie Schwarz

Patricia Scovil

Shirley & Ken Severs

Melanie Seymour

Maleeha Shahid

Daphne Sharp

Shannon Sheppard

Shirley Shouldice

Jeffrey Shuster

Jocelyn Siciliano

Taryn Siertsema

John Sievers

Melissa Silva

Mark Silwowicz

Janet Simmons

Renee Simms

Neil Simpson

Chris Simpson

Dave Simpson

Rob Sims

Family Siwek

Fawn Skinner

Tara Slemon

Cathy Slevin

Terry Smit

Karen Smith

Marlene Smith

Lynn Smith

Eleanor Smith

Phil Smith

Darren Smith

David A Smith

David Snowden

Carmen Solotarow

Rose Sorensen

David Spearing

Patricia Spindel

Shari Lynn Spratt

John M. Spratt

St Leo The Great CWL

St. John the Evangelist CWL

St. Leo Catholic School
Craft Club

St. Mark's United Church
Women

St. Stephen's United
Church

Marilyn Stafford

Marilyn Steel Sr

Sami Stephan

Eleanor Stevens
Sean Stewart
M A Stewart
Eunice Stocks
Mike & Allison Stoddart
Hannah Stojanovski
Karen Stone
Martin Strauss
David Stuart
Matthew Sullivan
Anne Summers
Lorraine Sunstrum
Debra Sweetman
Lauren Sylvestre
Sue Sysiuk
Chris Sztuhar
Rick & Carol Takagi
Sandy Takahaski
Norman Takeuchi
Robert Takeuchi
Jeff Talmey
Ron & Vera Tandy
Jessica Tang
Doreen Taylor
John Taylor
Kim Taylor
Dale Taylor
Janice Teichroeb
Scott Tempest
Scott Templeton
Donald Terry
The MacDougall Family
Rosemary Theriault
Jeanne Theriault
Nancy Thomas
Barbara Thompson
Robin Thompson
Linda Thompson
Matthew Thompson
Lisa Thompson
Karen Thompson
Clare Thorpe
Will Thurber
Ty Tieng
Tony Tirelli
Andrew Tirelli
Karen Tobin
Stephanie Toms
Patricia Tonelli
Peeter Toome
Toronto Police Association
Catharine Tunney
Mona Turner
Jennie Tyl
Chris Tyrovolas
Chelsey Uens
Marek Ulanicki
Shawn Umphrey
Yvonne Underwood
United Food and
Commercial Workers
United Way of Greater
Toronto

Ginette Vachon
Kathie Valera
Kristine van Allen
Peter Van Asten
Karrie van Belle
Michelle van Den Berg
Chris Van Dusen
Diane Van Dusen
Deborah Van Londen
Nicholas & Leslie Van Veen
Anne Van Wyk
Andrew Vander Ven
Victory Cigars Inc.
Lindsay Waintraub
Rebecca Wall
Michael Walton
Chris Ward

Lynda Ward

Melanie Warren
Debbie Warren
George Warren
Linda Warren
Heather Watson
Peggy Watson

Gary & Joan Watson
Erin Watson
Antonietta Waugh
Brian Waugh

Martha Webber
Dagmar Weller
Anne Whattam
Lynne Wheeler
Whitby Public Library
Vanessa White

Keith White

Alice White

Nancy & Gordon Whitney
Sue Wickens

Richard Widish
Christie Wilcox
Sandra Wilk

Leslee Wills
Matthew Wilson
Amanda Wilson

Don Wilson

George Winder
Diana Winsor

Lynn Winterstein
Debbie Wittgen
Mitchell Wolf

Susan Wood

Ann Wood

Andrew Wood
Suanne Woodard
Gaye Woodward

lan Wootton

John Wootton
Teddy Xidos

Joe Yalkezian
Anne-Marie Yaraskavitch
Jayne and John Young
Lisa Yuill

Jeff Zacks

Leslie & Eddy Zhou
Rebecca Zielinski
Filippo Zinga

Bill Zolis

David Zuber

Wyn Zwiers
Stephanie Zwolak

$500 - $999

Sue Coe

Margot Dixon

Beverly Gibson

Barbara Goldhawk

Sheila Johnston

Lynda Jones

Charles & Marnee Lacy

Anne McDougall

Elizabeth Merry

Sandra Metselaar

Nancy Mills

Donna Roach Mathieu

Norm Sawula

Kathleen Taylor

Linda Thrasher

Cindy Hammett &
Marino Valerio

Laura Zwaan

$1,000 - $4,999

Catherine Ambler

Lauraine Armstrong

Marc Delude

Sarah Dunigan

Heather Dunn

Annette Fortin Hudson

Mary Brown's Chicken,
Thickson Rd. S.

O'Brien, Balka & Khehra -
General Account
Barristers & Solicitors

William O'Regan

Chris Owens

Ken Rovinelli

Judy Spring

Diane Stephenson

$50,000 -
$99,999

Steve and Bonnie Forman

$500,000 +

Anonymous
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Handbags
for Hospice

We are incredibly grateful
to everyone who joined us
for the 2024 Handbags for
Hospice Whitby event. With

record-breaking attendance, the evening was
filled with incredible energy and community spirit.

Thanks to your generosity, we raised an amazing
$80.125 in support of compassionate care for
Durham Region. A heartfelt thank you to our
wonderful sponsors, purse donors, and silent and
live auction contributors. Your support truly made
this event a fremendous success!

Our Loyal Sponsors

Although the number of fundraising events we hold
each year is small we have an amazing group of
sponsors who always step up to ensure our success.

Thank you to the following:

2 Co Design Build Inc
Alexa Goldie
BakerTilley

Barone Quality Cleaning
Bayshore Home Health
Bell

Bella Notte Ristorante
Brown Law Office
Chartwell

CRCS DKI

Dan Piedimonte Desjardins
Insurance Agent

Dave Taylor
Deighton Associates

Durham Spinal
Decompression Center

Elexicon

Fraser Ford

Golf Ontario

Greenwood Creative Print

Jacquelynn Tanner,
Sutton Group-Heritage
Realty Inc. Brokerage

Jay Kilgannon, RBC Wedalth
Management

JJ McGuire General
Contractors Inc

KB Food

Live Wire Media
Mattamy Homes
Meridian Credit Union

Mount Lawn Funeral
Home & Cemetery

Noble Estates Wine

& Spirits
Ontario Power Generation
Organize That
Oshawa Funeral Home
Paula Arscott
Region of Durham
Scott Furlong Ford
Stuart Cawthorne
TACC Developments
TestForce
Thermea Spa Village

Thornton Cemetery,
Cremation and Funeral
Centres

Vedanta Living

Zuber & Company LLP
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In Memory

We are deeply grateful to family and friends who,
during difficult times, choose to honor their loved
ones with a donation. Below are the latest In
Memory donations since the last newsletter.

Barbara Diane Jackson Janice L. Lee
Anderson John Maclean

Auzzy Nan Moffatt

Bertram Bicknell Stanley Arthur Moffat
Rita "Mickey" Belton Paul Morris

Ron Belton Raymond A. Mroz
Allen Budd Ross James Nisbet
Karyn May Cornakovic Bill Pelky

Tom Fitzgerald Stephen Perry
Mike Fitzpatrick Ann Maree Sandiford
Doug Gilchrist Ann Wright Selleck
Elizabeth Hill Ed Shane

Joe Hakkaku Jane Smith

Scotty Hogarth Pamela Tunstall
Aranka Karacsonyi William van Esveld
John Kruse Harold West

Community Events

Thank You, Mary Brown's!

A heartfelt thank you to Mary Brown's Chicken
franchise owners, Shazia and Mehboob, af

80 Thickson Road South for their incredible
generosity. Their December 2024 fundraiser,
held over three Sundays, was a tremendous
success, raising an amazing $1,100 in support of
Hospice Whitby.

We are beyond grateful for their support and feel
fortunate to have such wonderful community
partners by our side.

Hospice Whitby

ONE AHOUSAND + DRE WUNDRED
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The G’Lft of Hospice

By Lynn Adams

As women, we hold a sacred place in this journey called life. Our bodies become vessels of
creation, nurturing and sustaining life until it enters the world. We share stories of birth—of
pain and perseverance, of joy and relief. And when we do, we are not merely recounting
events; we are bearing witness to life's miraculous unfolding. We acknowledge the intensity,
the vulnerability, and the transformation that takes place.

Death, too, carries this weight. It is not just an

end, but a passage—one that deserves the same
reverence, the same tenderness, and the same
space for love and presence. The most profound
moments of our lives are not only in our beginnings
but also in our endings. And oh, what a gift it is to
hold the memory of a loved one's final days, of their
endings, wrapped in love and light, just as we cherish
the joy of life's first breaths.

Hospice is that place that allows our treasured
memories of birth and death to share the same
space. It is not just a building—it is a gathering of
hearts. It is a circle of caregivers, volunteers, and kind
souls who offer not only medical care but comfort,
companionship, music, warm meals, the very things
that bring meaning to everyday life. Hospice is
where dignity meets tenderness, where goodbyes
are softened with love, and where grief is held with
gentle hands.

| have had, if you can call it that, the privilege of
learning firsthand, the gift of hospice by witnessing
the difference between life's last days in hospital
care versus hospice care.

My mother passed away recently; in a hospital room
she shared with three other dying patients. While

we are forever grateful for the palliative nurses

and doctors who did their best during her last days,
the experience was clinical and more focussed on
medical procedures. There was no privacy—for her
or for us. Two of the other patients passed away
during her short stay. We did our best to create

a sacred space within those walls, but grief felt
magnified by the sterile environment, and moments
of intfimacy were hard to find. In all honesty, a feeling
of relief permeated the room when she passed.

This is not an indictment of the medical system, just
a wish that things had been different.

A far cry from my father's last days, just one year
earlier, at Oakridges Hospice in Port Perry.

He was welcomed into a sunlit room with space

for all of us—his family—to gather, to be fed, to be
cared for. The staff, the kindest souls imaginable,
tended to him with such reverence, bathing him
gently, dressing him in fresh pajomas. They replaced
his hospital bed with a big, comfortable bed—one
with room for two. And in that bed, we experienced
the most indescribably precious moments. It was
there that we held him, embraced him, whispered
our love, and felt the profound beauty of presence.

Hospice filled the quiet with music, with laughter,
with whispered prayers and sweet goodbyes. It
took the heaviness of loss and, without taking away
our grief, wove in something else—peace, joy, and
immense gratitude. Hospice, in those final days, did
not teach us how to die; it taught us how fo live.

What | know now is this: supporting hospice is not
just about caring for the end of life; it is about caring
for all of life. Hospice allows families to face these
final moments with grace, with support, and with

a blessed sense of normalcy. It ensures that no

one walks that path alone, and it extends its love
beyond the walls of a single room—it ripples out into
communities, binding us together in the shared truth
that when one of us is cared for, we are all cared for.

Every dollar given, every volunteer hour offered,
helps build these sanctuaries. They need us now,
so they can be there for all of us when we need

them most.
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Hospice Whitby

ROGER ANDERSON HOUSE

1615 Dundas Street East
Lang Tower West

Suite 304

Whitby, ON LIN 2L1

E info@hospicewhitby.ca
W hospicewhitby.ca
T 9052404522 ext. 243
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