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A Message from  
Eva Reti
Chair, Hospice Whitby 
Before we step fully into this exciting new phase, I 
want to reflect on a truly memorable milestone—
the groundbreaking ceremony held on November 
15, 2024, where over 200 community members 
gathered to mark the beginning of construction.

The event was opened with a beautiful smudging 
and prayer from Grandmother Kim Wheatley, 
honouring the land and those who will receive care 
there. Many of our guests were also donors, whose 
generosity and support brought this long-awaited 
moment to fruition.

It was an emotional and inspiring day—one that 
reminded us all why this hospice is so important to 
our community. 

And now, I am very excited to announce that all 
the building permits have been issued, and we are 
ready to go! April 28, 2025 is the mobilization date 
for REA Construction to move equipment onto the 
site and for construction activity to begin. If all goes 
as planned, construction will be completed by the 
end of June 2026.

Then it will be time to move the furniture in, prepare 
the staff and volunteers, and schedule tours so that 
you all have a chance to come and visit our beautiful 
hospice residence. We anticipate welcoming our first 
resident in the fall of 2026.

As always, we are so thankful for all of the 
donors who have helped get us to this point in 
the project. We still have a lot of fundraising to 
do for construction completion and furniture and 
fixtures but finally getting to construction is a big 
accomplishment. We appreciate the support that 
you have shown us since our Capital Campaign 
started in 2018.

Watch the powerful smudging ceremony video  
on YouTube https://youtu.be/E9E8S-Rjlts
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Celebrating Our Donors 
In our October 2024 newsletter, we celebrated our donors who have donated $500 or more 
to the capital campaign. In this issue, we honor those who have given up to $499, along with 
new donors in higher categories. Every dollar makes a difference. THANK YOU ALL for your 
unwavering support. 

Under $500
Deb Abbott
Pam Ablett
Andrea Adair-Tippins
Michael Adams
Lynn Adams
Grace Alden
Amanda & Corinne Allen
Doreen Allen
Daena, Jodi & Diane Allen 
Noxon
Vahid Amani
Susan Ambler
Linda Ames
Amica Senior Lifestyles
Olivia Anderson
Roxanne Anderson
Donna Anderson
Christine Anderson
Murial Anderson
Gail Anderson
Andrew Tully Professional  
  Corporation
Patricia Andrey
Joanne Antoniak
Laura Apps
Arken Contracting Inc.
Joan Armitage
Sarah Armstrong
Kristin Armstrong
Shirley Armstrong
Carla Arseneau
Larry Ashmore
Brenda Atkins
Stephanie Atwood
Katelyn Aucoin
Andre & Jennifer Ayotte
Whitney Aziz
Diane Babcock
Sharon Bagatto
Maranda Bailey
Joanne Baker
Mary Ann Balcom
Gail Ball
BAM Lions Club
Jim & Patti Bamford
Lia Bandola
Daryl Banke
Janet Barker
Stephen Barkwell
Oonagh Barnard

Steve & Debbie Bartlett
Rick Bates
Eden Batty
Audrey Baylis
Christophe Baylis
Thomas Beaman
Fredrick Bean
Patricia Beasley
Cheryl Beatty
Daniel Beaubien
Donald Beaumont
Mirena Bebawi
Myrna Beck
Karri & Josh Beck-Mcnab
Ron & Em Beer
Peter Begy
Jean Bell
Brenda Bemis
Tracey Berwick
Michelle Betlem
Terri Bicknell-Potts
Linda Hunt & Bill Weeden
Bonnie Bince
Maurice Bingham
Christine Binns
Jeff Bisset
Peter Bocking
Don Borchuk
Catherine Borchuk
Barb Borchuk
Eileen Bordash
Kim & Dan Boucher
Roger Bouma
Nancy Bowey
Cindy Boyd
Cheryl Boyd
Carolyn Boyd
Jacki Bozanis
Victoria Bozinovski
Kent Bradbury
Sara Bradford
Erin Bradley
Douglas Bray
Leigh Brazeau
Brian Gribben Insurance  
  Planning Inc.
Dan & Roberta Brick
Margriet Brinkman
Nancy & Rod Brocanier
Jean & Leo Broere
Brooklin Tax &  
  Bookkeeping Services Inc.

Janice Brown
Angela Brown
Lindsay Brown
Nancy Brown
Kelly Brown
Joan Brownlee
Jen Brubacher
Terrence Brunk
James & Debra Buddo
Shelly Bugera
Mark Bull
Bruce & Linda Bunker
Katherine Burgess
Crystal Burns
Indy Butany-Desouza
John & Elaine Butcher
Stephanie Butler
Helen Butterworth
Sheelagh Byrne
Michael & Colleen Byrnes
Catherine Byron
Nancy Cable
Tricia Cabrias
Michael Caines
Alma Calder
Loretta Cameron
Roy & Anna Cameron
Claire Campbell
Canadian Power and  
  Sail Squadron
Anthony Cannella
Carmen Cannella
Dean Carlson
Gareth Carr
Drucilla Carter
Frank Cassidy
Lee Cassidy
Steve and Cheryl Castellan
Coby Catalli
Cathy’s Esthetics
Clyde Catton
Karen Caume
Centennial Albert  
  Benevolent Fund
Robin Chance
Rajat Chandra
Eileen Chang
Lisa Chaplin
Robert Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation  
  Canada
Troy Cheseboro

Kathleen Chiu
Donna Christensen
Christopher Andrew  
  Chartered Accountant
Alberta Clarke
Joanne Clarke
Ken and Anne Clements
Juliana Cline
Nikki Clint
Deborah Clowes
Cobourg Medical Centre
Harold Coker
Connie Coker
Lee Colby
Cindy Cole
Michelle Cole
Rose Coleman
Jennifer & Mark Coleman
Sheri Coles
Laurie Collette
Frances Collier
Jennifer Collins
Terry Collins
Blythe Comer
Melissa Comes
Steve Conaby
Peter Conrad
Kathleen Cook
Lori Cooper
Kenneth & Jean Corner
Harold & Glenna Cotterill
Peter & Marilyn Coughlin
Donald & Audrey Coukell
Linda Coutts
Barb & Earl Cowley
Keith Cowley
Beverly Craven
Kelly Cray
Cathy Cribben
Patricia Crisp
Matthew Cronin
Lilian Croucher
Sharon Crowe
Anne Cruess
Katie Cuff
Kyle Cunningham
Linda Cuthbertson
June Dale
Diane Dalrymple
Naomii D’Altroy
Dan Carter Productions
Katie Darwish
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Celebrating Our Donors 

Janiss Davidson
Catherine Davis
Heather Davis
Irene Davis
Lorraine Dawe
Josie de Angelis
Caroline De Jong
Souhair Deeb
Brenda Dehaan
Angela Deighton
Darlene Delves
Terry Delves
Jennifer Dempsey
Valerie Denbok
Alan Densham
Kenneth Derr
Carly Deschamps
Gerry Deschenes
Jennifer Dewell
Leonard Dick
Luc Diluciano
Ivan Disney
Lorne & Marilyn Disney
Josie Dixon
James Dixon
Meredith Dodge
Fred Doerrie
Michael Dominguez
Heather Donnelly
Jaimie Donohue
Kellie Dorion
Gennifer Doucette
Cris Douglas
Kyle Douglas
David Duling
Erin Dunbar
Andrew Dundas
Dundas Dental
Julie Dunn
John Dunsmuir
Durham Region CWL
Durham Regional Police  
Pensioners Association
Brenda Dusek
Derek Dutka
Edna and Peter Dyer
Debbie & Stuart Edmunds
Lynne Elliott
John & Rosanne Elliott
Amber Emberley
Catherine Emmerson
Mike & Cristal Ewles
Robin Fair
Wendy & Gigi Fang
Gayle Feeney
Kevin & Anita Fegan
Vera Felgemacher
Toby Fennessey
Janice Ferguson
Althea Fernandes
Pauline Field
Janet Filer

Jinna Findlay
Warren & Bonnie Finlay
Hilda Finnigan
Janice Fischer
Conrad Fischer
Sylvia Fishbein
Allan Flagel
Lloyd & Christine Fleming
Justine Fletcher
Gladys Fletcher
Kim Fleury
Deborah Flieler
Mike Ford
Cathy Fowler
Maryanne Fowler
Katherine Francis
Cheryl & Mark Frayne
Leslie French
Friday Night Folks
Friends at the Sunset  
  Bridge Group
Rick Fryzuk
Terri Fudge
Sandra Fuglsang
Benjamin Fuller
Mary Furlong
Barbara Gabourie
Rose Galimbayeva
Anne & Brian Gallagher
Barbara Garrow
Richard Gauder
Marcel Gauthier
Lawson Gay
Kimberly Geisler
Michael Gendosz
Elaine Gensorek
Jonathan & Pamela Gentle
Craig Gentle
Cecil George
Craig German
Marc Giguere
Sharon Gilbert
David Gilbert
Jane Gilbert
Colleen Giles
Kelly Gillespie
Jeannette Gillezeau
Dianne Gilman
Katherine Glassford
Rosemary Glavac
Ester Glavin
Sherry Goberdhan
Dianne Goddard
Teresa Goff
Ruth Goodfellow
Steven Goodman
Nan Gordon
Georgina & Bill Gordon
Dan Gordon
Roland Goreski
Peter Gorham
Grace Gosinski

Ron & Alice Gould
Jackie Graham
Mark & Catherine Grant
Debra Grant
Carole & Bill Gray
Mair Greaves
Rochelle Grosjean
Monica Gualdieri
Eric Guernsey-Baxter
Jason Guy
Paul Habermell
Kelly Hagan
Joe Hakkaku
Larissa Halko
Patti Hall
Martine Hamilton
Kate Hanley
Danielle Harder-Macintosh
Reginald Harding
Hilda Harris
Jo-Anne Harrison
Dorothy Hart
Isabel Hart
Marg Hartford
Charmaine Hasan
Hamees Hassan
Shirley Hayward
Natalie Hedderson
Sherron Hedley
Louise Heike
Mary Ellen Henderson
Hazen Henderson
Wendy Henry
John Henry
Heritage Whitby Advisory  
  Committee
Julia Herron
Highland Farms
Karen & Rachel Hill
Diana Hills
Jane Hilton
Deborah Hiscox
Johnna Hlady
Pui-Yee Ho
Christine Hobson
Colleen Hochgeschurz
Jim Hogan
Laura Hogan
Michael Holden
Hazel Holt
Dawnette Hoo-Hing
Margaret & Roger Horton
Syed Hosain
Darrin Howse
David Hubbell
Robert & Gaye Huckell
Susan Huizinga
Shelagh Humphrey
Shirley & Bob Humphries
Judy Hunter
Christopher Hurst
Diane Huson

Jack Hutchinson
Mary Hutchinson
Donald Hutchinson
Norma Hutchinson
Caroline Hynes
Laura Iantomasi
Paul Ingham
Catherine Ingram
John Irving
Steven & Margaret  
  Jackson
Jack Jacobs
Diane Jankovich
Bob Jarvest
Nora Jay
Joanne Jaynes-Libett
Jean Jeffrey &   
  Janet Barnard
Katie Jenkins
Shelley Jeronimo
Heather Jessup
Rhonda Jessup
Penny Johansen
Janey Sweigard &  
  John Schmidt
Bill & Kim Johnson
Matthew Johnson
Kim Johnson
Catherine Jordan
Frank & Patricia Kapuscinski
Allyson Karagoz
Steven Kay
Sherry Keating
Bob & Heather Kelly
Mary Kendrick
Alistair Kennedy
Jill Kennington
Carol Anne Kent
Paul Kerr
Rick Kerr
Bruce & Catherine Kinnon
Jimmy & Margaret Kirk
Dennis Kish
Mary-Margaret Kneebone
Knights of Columbus  
  TV Bingo
Megan Kotze
Judith Kreps Hawkins
Debbie Kryhul
Jennifer Kryszak
Marjorie & Joseph Kryszak
Lesley Kurian
Ladies Hi-Fliers Golf  
  League
Steven Ladwig
Lakeridge United Church  
  Women
Jacqueline Lalonde
Maggie Lamsa
Steve & Lorraine Landau
David Langille
Karey-Anne Large
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Deborah Larocque
Melissa Laronde
Jannette Latimer
Beverly  Lauzon
Maureen Lavell
Ken Lawrence
Ruth Lawrence
Robin Lazo
Gerald Leddy
Alli Leetham
Carol Leetham
Ann Leibovitch
Marjorie Lennox
Bruce, Betty, Cheryl &  
  Trina Lereverend
Jamie Letros
Yves Levesque
Richard Levine
Gary Lewis
John Leyzer
Lions Club North Oshawa
Sandy Lloyd
Stephanie Lobel
Debbie Lodge
Mary Lofthouse
Guy Logan
Michael Longfield
Lori Lopes
Yvonne Losier-Armstrong
Donald Lovisa
Doreen Lowes
Kevin Luces
Niki Lundquist
Kim Lyons
Genevieve Macaulay
Kim Maccarl
Ross MacDonald
Marilyn Macdonald
Shawn Macgregor
Maureen Mackenzie
Beth Maclean
Neil MacLeod
Lisa Madden
Susie Madill
Julie Madill
Eileen Mainwaring
Mary Maker
Marlene Marco
Eva & John Marczak
Glyn Marr
Joyce Marsh
Gordon & Victoria Marshall
Peter & Thelma Martin
Hannah Martin
Melanie Martin
Teresa Martin
Michael Mason
Alex & Angie Mason
Muriel Mason
Heather Mason-Ball
Daphne Matire

Beverly Mawhinney
Guy May
Rod McArthur
Bobby McBride
Jay & Naomi McBride
Dorothy McCalmont
Michael McCann
Natalie McCulloch
Ellen McDonald
Marla McDougall
Jane McDowell
Nancy McDowell
Heather McFadden
Nolan McFarlane
Denise McFarlane
Jacalyn McGee
Schean McGrath
John McIntyre
Gordon & Sandra McLean
Bill & Marie McMaster
Susan McMillan
John McNamara
Randy McNaught
Marlene McNaught
Marilyn McNaughton
Anne McNeely
Keith McNeil
Tanya McPherson
Wanda McPherson
Michael & Patti McQuaid
Lyla Medas-Potts
Joan Melanson
Blake & Karen Merritt
Joshua Michael
Geoffrey Michie
Jason Michie
Helen Miklaszewski
Jacqueline Millar
Lisa Miller
Lori Miller
Catherine Millions
Brian Mills
Andra Milne
Jina Mintsinikas
Susanne Mitchell
James Moir
Karen Moline
Nicole Mooney
Patricia Anne Moore
Annette & Al Moore
Eileen & Greg Morden
Barrie and Freda Morgan
Lynn Morrison
Marion & Andy Morrison
Sharee Mosher
J Lynn Moulton
Chrissy Moutsatsos
Linda Moyle
Sherri Murphy
Kathleen & Charles Murphy
Elaine Murphy

Mafalda Muto
Sharon Myers
Joan Myers
Theresa Myles
Helen Nagy
Paige Naylor
Sherry Naylor
Lori Naylor
Gwen Naylor
Lynn Nichol
Liam Nichols
Kim Nicholson-Aquanno
Heather Nielsen
Lesley Nightingale
Barb Nolan
Northbrook Log Cabin  
  Piece Makers
David Norton
Michael Nosovsky
Patricia Nowell
Stephen Nusbaum
Janine Oakley
Bonita O’Carroll
Denis O’Connell
Lori O’Connor
Mary Sue O’Connor
Victoria Olorenshaw
Karen Ormerod
Orono Fish and Hunt Club
Oshawa Professional Fire  
  Fighters Association
John Ottewell
Carole & Jack Paadveen
Daniela Pacitto
Sandra Parente
Nunzio & Laura Parente
Mahlon Parker
Nickie Pasquini
Fabian Passmore
Tim Paterson
David Paterson
Elizabeth Paterson
Brenda Paul
Pay It Forward - City  
  of Pickering
Dianne Pazaratz
Rick Pearce
Michelle Peer
Patricia Perkins
Natalie Permesar
Shawn Perrott
Gordon Peters
Beryl Phillips
Ann Picton
John Piggott
Kathleen Pikaart
Kimberley Pileggi
Eleanor Plain
Mary Platnar
Patricia Pluister
Gary Polonsky

Tom Popielarczyk
Karen Porter
James Potter
Sylvie Powell
Kathleen Power
Cynthia Pride
Margaret Pritchard
Linda Procunier
Nancy Prout
Roger Pugh
Cathy Purdy
Dennis Quai
Audrey Quirion
Christopher Quirt
Vesna Radinovic
Sheila Raitt
Holly Ralph
Rambling Roses
Adam Ramdeo
Angela Rancourt
Isabell Randall
Linda Raney
Iris Rapkoski
Rhonda Rashed
Isabel Rauh-Wasmund
Carolyn Read
Sue & Ed Reaney
Joan Reed
Violet Reed
Pauline Reid
Elaine Reid
Kim Reid
Elizabeth Richardson
Syl Richardson
Karen Rivers
Lori Roberts
Diane Robertson
Heather Robertson
Karen Robertson
David & Fiona Robinson
Emily Rocha
Margaret Rodgers
Brent Rodgers
Kriston Romano
Barb Rootham
Robert & Sharon Ropp
Mitchell Rose
Allison Rosnak
Glenn Ross
Carrie Rotterman
Steve Rousell
Markie Rousseau
Elizabeth Roy
Rhesa Rubin
Pat Rundle
Marcy Ruparelia
Teri & Stephen Russell-Hill
Judith Saliba
Maja Samborski
Grace San Diego
Nicole Sandilands

Celebrating Our Donors 
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Mary Sano
Luigi Santi
Diane Saunders
Michelle Sawchuck
Mary Anne Sawula
David Scarth
Myra Schiff
Nathaniel, Kevin &  
  Stephanie Schoch
Alice Schultz
Myrna Schwartz
Tom & Nadine 
Schwartzentruber
Connie Schwarz
Patricia Scovil
Shirley & Ken Severs
Melanie Seymour
Maleeha Shahid
Daphne Sharp
Shannon Sheppard
Shirley Shouldice
Jeffrey Shuster
Jocelyn Siciliano
Taryn Siertsema
John Sievers
Melissa Silva
Mark Silwowicz
Janet Simmons
Renee Simms
Neil Simpson
Chris Simpson
Dave Simpson
Rob Sims
Family Siwek
Fawn Skinner
Tara Slemon
Cathy Slevin
Terry Smit
Karen Smith
Marlene Smith
Lynn Smith
Eleanor Smith
Phil Smith
Darren Smith
David A Smith
David Snowden
Carmen Solotarow
Rose Sorensen
David Spearing
Patricia Spindel
Shari Lynn Spratt
John M. Spratt
St Leo The Great CWL
St. John the Evangelist CWL
St. Leo Catholic School 
  Craft Club
St. Mark’s United Church  
  Women
St. Stephen’s United  
  Church
Marilyn Stafford
Marilyn Steel Sr
Sami Stephan

Eleanor Stevens
Sean Stewart
M A Stewart
Eunice Stocks
Mike & Allison Stoddart
Hannah Stojanovski
Karen Stone
Martin Strauss
David Stuart
Matthew Sullivan
Anne Summers
Lorraine Sunstrum
Debra Sweetman
Lauren Sylvestre
Sue Sysiuk
Chris Sztuhar
Rick & Carol Takagi
Sandy Takahaski
Norman Takeuchi
Robert Takeuchi
Jeff Talmey
Ron & Vera Tandy
Jessica Tang
Doreen Taylor
John Taylor
Kim Taylor
Dale Taylor
Janice Teichroeb
Scott Tempest
Scott Templeton
Donald Terry
The MacDougall Family
Rosemary Theriault
Jeanne Theriault
Nancy Thomas
Barbara Thompson
Robin Thompson
Linda Thompson
Matthew Thompson
Lisa Thompson
Karen Thompson
Clare Thorpe
Will Thurber
Ty Tieng
Tony Tirelli
Andrew Tirelli
Karen Tobin
Stephanie Toms
Patricia Tonelli
Peeter Toome 
Toronto Police Association
Catharine Tunney
Mona Turner
Jennie Tyl
Chris Tyrovolas
Chelsey Uens
Marek Ulanicki
Shawn Umphrey
Yvonne Underwood
United Food and  
  Commercial Workers
United Way of Greater  
  Toronto

Ginette Vachon
Kathie Valera
Kristine van Allen
Peter Van Asten
Karrie van Belle
Michelle van Den Berg
Chris Van Dusen
Diane Van Dusen
Deborah Van Londen
Nicholas & Leslie Van Veen
Anne Van Wyk
Andrew Vander Ven  
Victory Cigars Inc.
Lindsay Waintraub
Rebecca Wall
Michael Walton
Chris Ward
Lynda Ward
Melanie Warren
Debbie Warren
George Warren
Linda Warren
Heather Watson
Peggy Watson
Gary & Joan Watson
Erin Watson
Antonietta Waugh
Brian Waugh
Martha Webber
Dagmar Weller
Anne Whattam
Lynne Wheeler
Whitby Public Library
Vanessa White
Keith White
Alice White
Nancy & Gordon Whitney
Sue Wickens
Richard Widish
Christie Wilcox
Sandra Wilk
Leslee Wills
Matthew Wilson
Amanda Wilson
Don Wilson
George Winder
Diana Winsor
Lynn Winterstein
Debbie Wittgen
Mitchell Wolf
Susan Wood
Ann Wood
Andrew Wood
Suanne Woodard
Gaye Woodward
Ian Wootton
John Wootton
Teddy Xidos
Joe Yalkezian
Anne-Marie Yaraskavitch
Jayne and John Young
Lisa Yuill
Jeff Zacks

Leslie & Eddy Zhou
Rebecca Zielinski
Filippo Zinga
Bill Zolis
David Zuber
Wyn Zwiers
Stephanie Zwolak

$500 - $999
Sue Coe
Margot Dixon
Beverly Gibson
Barbara Goldhawk
Sheila Johnston
Lynda Jones
Charles & Marnee Lacy
Anne McDougall
Elizabeth Merry
Sandra Metselaar
Nancy Mills
Donna Roach Mathieu
Norm Sawula
Kathleen Taylor
Linda Thrasher
Cindy Hammett &  
  Marino Valerio
Laura Zwaan

$1,000 - $4,999
Catherine Ambler
Lauraine Armstrong
Marc Delude
Sarah Dunigan
Heather Dunn
Annette Fortin Hudson
Mary Brown’s Chicken, 
  Thickson Rd. S.
O’Brien, Balka & Khehra -  
  General Account  
  Barristers & Solicitors
William O’Regan
Chris Owens
Ken Rovinelli
Judy Spring
Diane Stephenson

$50,000 -
$99,999
Steve and Bonnie Forman 

$500,000 +
Anonymous

Celebrating Our Donors 
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In Memory 
We are deeply grateful to family and friends who, 
during difficult times, choose to honor their loved 
ones with a donation. Below are the latest In 
Memory donations since the last newsletter.  

Barbara Diane Jackson 
Anderson
Auzzy
Bertram Bicknell
Rita “Mickey” Belton
Ron Belton
Allen Budd
Karyn May Cornakovic
Tom Fitzgerald
Mike Fitzpatrick
Doug Gilchrist
Elizabeth Hill
Joe Hakkaku
Scotty Hogarth
Aranka Karacsonyi
John Kruse

Janice L. Lee
John Maclean
Nan Moffatt
Stanley Arthur Moffat
Paul Morris
Raymond A. Mroz
Ross James Nisbet
Bill Pelky
Stephen Perry
Ann Maree Sandiford
Ann Wright Selleck
Ed Shane
Jane Smith
Pamela Tunstall
William van Esveld
Harold West

Our Loyal Sponsors  
Although the number of fundraising events we hold 
each year is small we have an amazing group of 
sponsors who always step up to ensure our success. 
Thank you to the following: 

2 Co Design Build Inc
Alexa Goldie
BakerTilley
Barone Quality Cleaning
Bayshore Home Health
Bell
Bella Notte Ristorante
Brown Law Office
Chartwell
CRCS DKI
Dan Piedimonte Desjardins  
  Insurance Agent
Dave Taylor
Deighton Associates
Durham Spinal  
  Decompression Center
Elexicon
Fraser Ford
Golf Ontario
Greenwood Creative Print
Jacquelynn Tanner,  
  Sutton Group-Heritage  
  Realty Inc. Brokerage
Jay Kilgannon, RBC Wealth  
  Management

JJ McGuire General  
  Contractors Inc
KB Food
Live Wire Media
Mattamy Homes
Meridian Credit Union
Mount Lawn Funeral  
  Home & Cemetery
Noble Estates Wine  
  & Spirits
Ontario Power Generation
Organize That
Oshawa Funeral Home
Paula Arscott
Region of Durham
Scott Furlong Ford
Stuart Cawthorne
TACC Developments
TestForce
Thermea Spa Village
Thornton Cemetery,  
  Cremation and Funeral  
  Centres
Vedanta Living
Zuber & Company LLP

Handbags  
for Hospice
We are incredibly grateful 
to everyone who joined us 
for the 2024 Handbags for 
Hospice Whitby event. With 
record-breaking attendance, the evening was 
filled with incredible energy and community spirit.

Thanks to your generosity, we raised an amazing 
$80,125 in support of compassionate care for 
Durham Region. A heartfelt thank you to our 
wonderful sponsors, purse donors, and silent and 
live auction contributors. Your support truly made 
this event a tremendous success!

Community Events
Thank You, Mary Brown’s!

A heartfelt thank you to Mary Brown’s Chicken 
franchise owners, Shazia and Mehboob, at 
80 Thickson Road South for their incredible 
generosity. Their December 2024 fundraiser,  
held over three Sundays, was a tremendous 
success, raising an amazing $1,100 in support of 
Hospice Whitby.

We are beyond grateful for their support and feel 
fortunate to have such wonderful community 
partners by our side.



As women, we hold a sacred place in this journey called life. Our bodies become vessels of 
creation, nurturing and sustaining life until it enters the world. We share stories of birth—of 
pain and perseverance, of joy and relief. And when we do, we are not merely recounting 
events; we are bearing witness to life’s miraculous unfolding. We acknowledge the intensity, 
the vulnerability, and the transformation that takes place.

Death, too, carries this weight. It is not just an 
end, but a passage—one that deserves the same 
reverence, the same tenderness, and the same 
space for love and presence. The most profound 
moments of our lives are not only in our beginnings 
but also in our endings. And oh, what a gift it is to 
hold the memory of a loved one’s final days, of their 
endings, wrapped in love and light, just as we cherish 
the joy of life’s first breaths.

Hospice is that place that allows our treasured 
memories of birth and death to share the same 
space.  It is not just a building—it is a gathering of 
hearts. It is a circle of caregivers, volunteers, and kind 
souls who offer not only medical care but comfort, 
companionship, music, warm meals, the very things 
that bring meaning to everyday life. Hospice is 
where dignity meets tenderness, where goodbyes 
are softened with love, and where grief is held with 
gentle hands.

I have had, if you can call it that, the privilege of 
learning firsthand, the gift of hospice by witnessing 
the difference between life’s last days in hospital 
care versus hospice care.

My mother passed away recently; in a hospital room 
she shared with three other dying patients. While 
we are forever grateful for the palliative nurses 
and doctors who did their best during her last days, 
the experience was clinical and more focussed on 
medical procedures. There was no privacy—for her 
or for us. Two of the other patients passed away 
during her short stay. We did our best to create 
a sacred space within those walls, but grief felt 
magnified by the sterile environment, and moments 
of intimacy were hard to find. In all honesty, a feeling 
of relief permeated the room when she passed.  

This is not an indictment of the medical system, just 
a wish that things had been different.

A far cry from my father’s last days, just one year 
earlier, at Oakridges Hospice in Port Perry.

He was welcomed into a sunlit room with space 
for all of us—his family—to gather, to be fed, to be 
cared for. The staff, the kindest souls imaginable, 
tended to him with such reverence, bathing him 
gently, dressing him in fresh pajamas. They replaced 
his hospital bed with a big, comfortable bed—one 
with room for two. And in that bed, we experienced 
the most indescribably precious moments. It was 
there that we held him, embraced him, whispered 
our love, and felt the profound beauty of presence.

Hospice filled the quiet with music, with laughter, 
with whispered prayers and sweet goodbyes. It 
took the heaviness of loss and, without taking away 
our grief, wove in something else—peace, joy, and 
immense gratitude. Hospice, in those final days, did 
not teach us how to die; it taught us how to live.

What I know now is this: supporting hospice is not 
just about caring for the end of life; it is about caring 
for all of life. Hospice allows families to face these 
final moments with grace, with support, and with 
a blessed sense of normalcy. It ensures that no 
one walks that path alone, and it extends its love 
beyond the walls of a single room—it ripples out into 
communities, binding us together in the shared truth 
that when one of us is cared for, we are all cared for.

Every dollar given, every volunteer hour offered, 
helps build these sanctuaries. They need us now,  
so they can be there for all of us when we need 
them most.

The Gift of Hospice
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